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A Centennial History of Tifereth Israel Synagogue


           Part I: Founding and the 18th Street Synagogue


By Donald H. Harrison

Tifereth Israel Synagogue was born in tumult, and over its first century of life, controversies alternated with times of peace as the congregation defined and redefined itself.  Sometimes there were struggles over matters of doctrine; at other times, personality clashes helped to shape the course of institutional Jewish life.  Perhaps schisms are inevitable in American synagogues where congregation steer their own courses. Anyone who is dissatisfied is free to try to start up his or her own synagogue.  

One still can visit the scene of the first schism, the place where the need for a separate, Orthodox, congregation came clearly into focus for San Diego’s more traditionally minded Jews.  This is the building that served as San Diego’s first synagogue, known today as old Temple Beth Israel. No longer at its original location at the northwest corner of Second and Beech Streets, the restored Temple Beth Israel has been situated since 1978 in Heritage Park in Old Town San Diego.  There, it is preserved as an example of classic revival architecture of 1889—the year the 56-foot-by-30-foot redwood structure was dedicated in time for High Holiday services.  Today, weddings and bar/bat mitzvahs still are regularly conducted in this building.  Owned and operated by the County of San Diego, the building also hosts occasional departmental meetings, memorial services and other such public events.


Although there are interesting exterior architectural details—such as a wooden representation of the Tablets of the Law raised above the gable and seven beautiful stained glass windows with Star of David designs—the interior of the building is quite simple. As you enter, there is a small room to the right—used today as a changing area for a bride and her attendants.  In earlier times, it could have been used as a small office.  To the left, there is another small room—today the groom’s—and a staircase that takes you up to a balcony.  

Men and women sat together in Beth Israel, a Reform congregation; therefore, the balcony was not a special, separate, place for women, as it might have been in an Orthodox congregation.  Initially, Beth Israel had only an organ loft upstairs but after World War I, the area was expanded into a full balcony to accommodate late arrivals of both genders.
 

A raised platform in front of the congregation, theatre stage style, served as a bima. An empty aron kodesh (holy ark) and a ner tamid (eternal light) suspended over it, continue to dominate the wall behind the bima.
Birth of Tifereth Israel

Had the structure been larger, with more rooms, perhaps the schism might have been avoided or at least deferred.  In response to Beth Israel being a “very advanced liberal congregation,”
 a minyan of men preferring more traditional forms of Jewish prayer, arranged to hold separate services utilizing the congregation’s Torah Scrolls for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur of 1905 (5665).  A way had to be devised to share the sanctuary, as there was no separate room for an alternative minyan, as is provided in many synagogues today.

Several versions of what occurred during those High Holy Day services of 1905 have been passed down into Tifereth Israel’s congregational lore.  

The first account was written 30 years after the event by participant Hyman S. Wolf 
 At the time he wrote his “reminiscences,” the congregation already had been at its first home on 18th Street south of Market Street for 18 years.  He wrote that a:

“minion” of Orthodox Jews got permission from the officers of the reform temple to hold services in their temple on Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur. On Chol Hamohed Succoth, the same year, the late Mr. Jacobson called a meeting in his home, 1427 Columbia St., to devise ways and means of organizing (an) orthodox congregation and rent a place to conduct services. 

In 1955, the congregation celebrated its golden jubilee and the dedication of a new social and educational center at its second home at the northwest corner of 30th and Howard Streets. In a booklet issued for the occasion, the congregation supplemented Wolf’s account as follows: 

By 1905, the Jewish community had again undergone such expansion in its thinking as well as in its size that the High Holy Day Services were conducted in two parts, with the more Orthodox members of the Congregation continuing to worship after the Reform service had ended, thus carrying out the traditional day-long observances.  Into the home of Mr. and Mrs. Elias Jacobson, who then lived at 1427 Columbia Street, came a small group of Orthodox Jews, brought together by the mutual hope that through their efforts, Judaism in San Diego might become ever stronger and more respected in the community.

Another version appeared in 1979 when Tifereth Israel was moving into its third and current home at the northwest corner of Cowles Mountain Boulevard and Tommy Drive, fronting on the latter. According to this history: 

In 1905, a small group of Orthodox Jews, most of them recent arrivals in San Diego, received permission from the offices of the Reform Congregation in San Diego to hold their Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur Services at the Reform Temple, then located on Beech Street in downtown San Diego.  The Services were to be held on a ‘shared time’ basis. The Rosh Hashanah Services presented no problems. Things did not work out on Yom Kippur, however, as the Orthodox group was not finished with its morning prayers when the Reform Congregation came to worship.  An argument ensued and the Orthodox minyan adjourned to the home of Elias Jacobson where they apparently completed their Services.  It seemed apparent that a separate Orthodox Congregation was needed in San Diego. 

Whether the Orthodox continued the service after the Reform completed theirs—or whether they started earlier and were prevented from completing their service—it was clear that separate facilities for the two streams of Judaism were necessary.  Temporarily   the home at 1427 Columbia Street owned by Elias and Lena Jacobson and shared by Elias’s brother Henry, 
 served as the minyan’s headquarters.  The home was located just four blocks from Temple Beth Israel, down the hill towards San Diego Bay.

In his reminiscences, Wolf told what happened next:

A mass meeting was called for Sunday Chol Hamoed Succoth at 2 p.m. at Castle Hall, 631 6th St., and every Jew was invited to participate.  The response was very satisfactory and the hall was filled, nearly every Jewish family had a representative there.  Mr. I(sadore) Frank,
 although a member of the reform congregation, was one of the first ardent and sincere workers, giving his time and money for the orthodox Jewish cause. He interested me, and secured my promise to come to the meeting and join the organization.  The meeting was well attended, the assembly all of one mind with a desire to have a house of worship of their own.  Mr. Jacobson acted as chairman. I was elected as permanent chairman, and we proceeded to complete the organization, the following officers being elected for the ensuing year: (from a newspaper clipping now at Junipero Serra Museum
): president H.S. Wolf; vice-president, I. Frank; treasurer, W. Plame,
 secretary, I.T. Davidson;
 trustees, H. Meyer,
 W. Katz, 
 M.L. Davidson.
  Meetings were held every Sunday evening.  The meetings were well attended and everybody enjoyed them. The services were held regularly Friday evening, Saturday morning, holidays and Yahrzeit.  As a name for the congregation, I suggested Tifereth Israel
 and it was unanimously adopted.  A seal was ordered from Chicago, to bear the inscription in Hebrew and English….”

In February 1906, the neophyte congregation filed its articles of incorporation with the state government.  It said its purpose was “…to establish and maintain a place of religious worship at San Diego, California, according to the teachings of our religion; to purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire real estate sufficient to erect thereon a suitable building wherein to worship.” 

Tifereth’s First Torah

Acquiring its first sefer Torah from Wolf’s former hometown of Chicago was a milestone for the new congregation. It prompted a March 25, 1906, celebration in which the Jewish community at large participated. Rabbi Isadore Meyers
 of Los Angeles “was invited to perform the ceremony of Sium Hasefer,” Wolf wrote, “and the response of our co-religionists to celebrate with us was good and the hall was filled to capacity, everybody happy and in good humor.  I shall never forget the joy of A. Pomerantz 
 (father of Frank Pomerantz,
 now prominent attorney), dancing and expressing his joy that he expects his wife’s arrival with 2 boys from Russia, and now we have a ‘Shul.’”  Wolf and I.T. Davidson jointly donated a Holy Ark to hold the Torah.

Other founders of Tifereth Israel mentioned in Wolf’s “reminiscences” included: Chas. Rubin,
 I Abrams,
 L. Schlessinger,
 T. Zemil,
 L. Tryberg,
 H. Solomon,
 B. Mendelson,
 A. Rosenblum, 
 S.A. Benjamin 
, A. Blumberg, 
 L. Freiberg,
 D. Grunberg,
 L. Hornstein,
 N. Herzberg,
 L. Dubinsky, 
 J. Kozak,
 L. Kirshbaum, 
 O.B. Haim
, S. Strugo
, M. Silverman
, Ph. Stein
, W. Sofferstein
, A. Weingart 
 and J. Zemil.

Another account, appearing in the April 19, 1906, edition of the American Israelite, published in Cincinnati, reported that Russian and Romanian Jews had recently made homes in San Diego, and that “a new congregation, Tifereth Israel, was organized on strictly Orthodox principles, where services are conducted regularly on Saturdays and holidays.”  It went on to say:

About a month ago, a new Sepher Torah was dedicated in the presence of a large number of enthusiastic  members, and a handsome sum realized as a nucleus for further improving and developing the spiritual life of the community.  Apropos of this, great credit is due to Hyman S. Wolf and the Davidson brothers for their indefatigable efforts to consummate this good work. 

A correspondent for the B’nai B’rith Messenger reportedly light-heartedly about the shul in a column published June 15, 1906, punning on the names of Hyman Wolf and Elias Jacobson: 
  

The recently organized Congregation Tifereth Israel is holding its own, despite the removal of several members from the city, and no new arrivals to take their places. Services are held regularly every Friday evening and Saturday morning. On Sh’buoth the attendance was better than usual, and on the first day one of the members, Bro Plame, treated the worshippers to make kiddush, in which everyone present took part. Harmony prevails among the flock, despite the fact that the shepherd is a ‘Wolf.’  It is the general wish that a certain ‘son of Jacob,” who is at present out of the fold, and who was one of the chief workers to build up the congregation should again take an active interest in its affairs—in a small community the cooperation of all good workers is needed to eventually have everything necessary to carry out the principles of Orthodox Judaism.  Mr. I. Frank, who has been on a visit to Los Angeles, ahs returned to again take up his position as one of the “hustlers” for the congregation.  Mr. Frank has been one of the most active workers from the start and has not relaxed his interest—it will have to be below zero in San Diego when Bro. Frank does not succeed in making up a “minyan,” as he tells every man he is the last one needed. 

In Jewish legend, the continued existence of the world depends on the acts of 36 righteous people, called the lamed vavniks (after the Hebrew lamed vav meaning “36”).  Interestingly, Tifereth Israel was founded by 37 people, just one more.  Although there were a few comparatively well-to-do founders such as the Davidson brothers, their half-brother Hyman Wolf, and Grand Leader Department Sore proprietor A. Blumberg,
 for the most part, the founders of Tifereth Israel were recent immigrants from Eastern Europe who were scratching out their livings as tailors, peddlers, junk dealers, second-hand goods dealers, pawn brokers, clerks and salesmen.  

There was a social difference between the membership of the new Congregation Tifereth Israel and the older Congregation Beth Israel, some of whose members had arrived in San Diego decades before. The Beth Israelites were better established, living in homes throughout the city.  The Tifereth Israelites for the most part, although not exclusively, lived near their shops south of H Street—which thanks to Wolf’s promotion efforts became called, in 1913, “Market Street” after San Francisco’s famous commercial boulevard.
  Many Beth Israel members were of German Jewish ancestry, while many Tifereth Israel members were of East European ancestry.  On a far smaller scale, the situation paralleled that in New York City, where the more recent immigrants from Eastern Europe lived on the Lower East Side and the more established, wealthier, German Jews lived uptown.

Hyman Wolf and the Davidson Brothers

In choosing Hyman Wolf as its first president, Tifereth Israel’s members selected a man approximately 28 years old whose extended family formed the active nucleus of the congregation. 

Wolf’s age is only approximate because, according to a family story, his parents decided not to record his birth in an effort to protect him from being conscripted into the czar’s military.
 The oldest of his Lithuanian-Polish clan was Wolf’s cousin, Morris E. Meyer, who was 43 years old in the year of Tifereth Israel’s founding.  He had come to California as a boy in 1876. 
 

Isaac T. Davidson was about a year older than his half-brother Wolf.  Davidson had traveled from Chicago to San Diego County in 1894, and with cousin Morris Meyer opened the Meyer & Davidson department store in 1895 at the corner of 5th and H Streets.
 

In 1901, Wolf and his younger half-brother, Moses L. Davidson, opened the Chicago Shoe Store in San Diego.
  Another of Tifereth’s founders, Hyman Meyer, worked as a cashier at the Meyer and Davidson store.
  His exact relation—whether brother, son, nephew, or cousin—to M. E. Meyer is not known.

Of Tifereth’s original seven-member board, it is worth nothing that four members were relatives—Wolf, the president;  I.T. Davidson, the secretary, and trustees Moses L. Davidson and Hyman Meyer. This set a precedent: throughout its first century a succession of strong families would provide leadership to the synagogue. 

Although the  brand new Orthodox congregation as of yet had no permanent home, its members had some enviable personal resources. In 1906, I.T. Davidson purchased for $1,100 
 a 187-acre ranch on South Grade Road
 in Alpine, which he named Davidsville.  There he “grew 20 varieties of grapes” as well as apricots and figs—and one of his special joys was “helping some child get a ripe fig off the top of a tree.” 
 There were thousands of trees “for the enjoyment of his friends and family.” According to a Tribune columnist, Davidson “loved nothing better than to discuss religion, the mysteries of the universe, and politics with some argumentative friends.” 


The Davidson-Meyer-Wolf clan turned the president’s gavel over in 1906 to Isadore Frank, a dealer in second-hand goods who later would turn to the hardware trade
  Following his own term in office, Wolf noted: 

(T)he shul was well established and filled its wants as a house of worship and as a meeting place, but it was in golus (exile) and it moved from place to place.  It moved from Castle Hall, on 6th St, to Market and 6th streets, then to an old church building on 7th and F streets, where Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur services were held, and a cheder was established under the guidance of Rabbi Friedman. (T)he first pupils were Dave Frank, I. Jacobson, and H. Weingart (sic). (sons respectively of founders Isadore Frank, Elias Jacobson and Abraham Weingard )…”

In Search of a Home

The next president was Pincus Katz, a peddlar.  Selling goods from a pushcart was the way several of Tifereth Israel’s early congregants got their start, including Henry Kirschbaum, “an immigrant-pioneer who came to San Diego near the turn of the century—bearded, devout, penniless, determined.”  Towards the end of his life, Kirschbaum recalled attending prayer services in one of the congregation’s temporary homes.  “We had services in a room above a junk store then,” he said.  “That was long before the synagogue was built. I was just starting my tailoring business then.”
 

In 1908, during Isadore Frank’s non-consecutive second term, the congregation moved to Market and 12th Streets.  Later it moved to 8th and J Streets, according to Wolf’s reminiscences. Records are spotty following Franks’ presidency, but a plaque board maintained by Tifereth Israel indicates that J.W. Frieden served in the top position in the 1910-11 year, but does not indicate who served between him and H. Cohen, who was president from 1914-1915.  

We do know that a Ladies Auxiliary—forerunner of the Daughters of Israel—formed in 1911,
 and that the B’nai B’rith Messenger reported in November 1912 that the organization had held its second grand benefit.  The Knights of Pythias Hall “was filled to overflowing and through the good work of the President, Mrs. Segal, and her committee, everybody declared it to be the most successful Jewish dance ever held (in San Diego). The success of this affair has encouraged the club to hold monthly dances.”

In 1913, Rabbi Jonas Wrottenberg, who had studied in Kovno, Lithuania, and received smicha from Rabbi E.J. Spector, came to the congregation. Wrottenberg had earned his living as a shochet (kosher slaughterer) in Los Angeles, but was admired in scholarly circles as an authority on the Talmud. Wrottenberg served as an unpaid 
 spiritual leader for the congregation for several years and continued as a member of the congregation until his death in 1942.
  Near the end of Wrottenberg’s life, according to Lewis Fischbein:

He had a place in front of the 18th Street Synagogue.  He had a special light up in the ceiling with a pull chain, and he was there day and night, and at night he would be poring over Talmud…He practically died in the synagogue.  On the High Holy Days, I recall, they practically had to carry him out. 

Around the time of  Wrottenberg’s arrival, Tifereth Israel and Beth Israel made arrangements to jointly manage the Home of Peace Cemetery, which until then had been run exclusively by Beth Israel. Together the two congregations formed the “Home of Peace Cemetery Association.”  Two members from Beth Israel and one from Tifereth Israel comprised the organization’s board.  Esther Rosenblum, a Tifereth Israel congregant, bequeathed $2,000 for the maintenance and improvement of the cemetery, especially for poor and indigent Jews.
 

Hyman Wolf returned as president for the 1916-1917 year, flushed with the success that he and his half-brothers had with the construction in 1912 of the St. James Hotel. According to local historians, “it took 13 workers a little over one-year to build the 11-story structure.  They were paid in gold and worked 55 hours per week. The hotel boasted 146 rooms, and appointments included a Turkish bath, billiard room, and fine view of the bay.” 
  

The Panama-California Exposition

The St. James Hotel at 844 Sixth Ave. had been built in anticipation of the Panama-California Exposition, which was staged in Balboa Park in 1915 and 1916 in celebration of the opening of the Panama Canal.  But why did the Davidsons and Wolf pick the decidedly non-Jewish sounding name “St. James Hotel?” Historians answer that  “a contest was held to name this structure, which at the time was the tallest building in San Diego’s skyline…Hotel guests enjoyed two-high speed elevators, and management advertised that the building was ‘absolutely fireproof.’” 

“The (Panama-California) Exposition (in Balboa Park) in 1915-1916 brought many Jewish families to San Diego,” Wolf wrote. “Among them is the most beloved and unselfish worker, J(oseph). Goldgraber, who became the president of the congregation {in 1925}
, and through his {earlier}efforts and the efforts of the untiring communal worker {a reference, apparently, to Wolf himself}, {had} in 1917 dedicated a new shul on 18th, near Market, built expressly for the congregation’s needs…”

Among those attracted to San Diego in the period leading up to the Exposition was the Russian-born sculptor and artist Marco Zim, who had studied in Paris with Auguste Rodin and Claude Monet before settling in New York, 
  In 1911, artist Maurice Braun and Zim founded the San Diego Academy of Art in the Isis Building Theatre owned by Katherine Tingley, founder of the Theosophical Society which then was headquartered in Point Loma. 

Zim’s father, Rabbi Jacob Zimmerman, followed him in 1914 to San Diego, where he became a colleague of Rabbi Wrottenberg at Tifereth Israel Synagogue. At his studio, Zim fashioned a bust of his father that the Exposition honored with a bronze medal in 1915.  The following year, the bust of Rabbi Zimmerman won a silver medal.  Zim also painted some murals for the Exposition, but which ones they were has not been determined. 

Although Zim received his share of kovod from the art world, his family made sure it didn’t go to his head.  In an oral history, Abraham Ratner, a grandson of Rabbi Zimmerman, said about Zim, his uncle:



The only thing that I know: he was an artist and he complained how hard it was to make a living.  His mother (Bella Zimmerman) told him to throw the little brushes away and get a big brush and then it would be easy to make a living.”  Rather than become a house painter, Zim moved to Los Angeles, then Santa Barbara, and eventually returned to New York. 



Meanwhile, Goldgraber and other lay leaders of the congregation were raising funds for a permanent home for the congregation. However, land purchased in 1910 at the corner of 17th and K Streets was deemed unsuitable; so Wrottenberg, Wolf, I.T. Davidson, and I. Frank began a new fundraising campaign to pay for another lot.  The B’nai B’rith Messenger reported in 1914 that sixteen members had pledged a total of $169 toward this effort—an amount that can be better appreciated when it is realized that the average annual salary for all U.S. industries in 1914 was just $682. 

The Exposition brought attention to San Diego’s local Jewish community.  On Sunday and Monday, April 25-26, 1915, Lasker Lodge No. 370 of the International Order of B’nai B’rith hosted delegates of the Constitution Grand Lodge with both Wolf and I.T. Davidson active on the host committee and Mrs. M.L. Davidson serving as a member of the Ladies Auxiliary Committee.  From their base at the U.S. Grant Hotel, delegates went on tour of the Exposition. 

There were other benefits from the Exposition   When the new synagogue was built on the east side of 18th Street, a few lots south of Market, the wife of Rabbi Jonas Wrottenberg purchased for the congregation candlelit chandeliers from one of the exhibit halls.  No one was more identified with the synagogue building than Wrottenberg, who contributed many of his valuable books to the library.  In fact, the trust deed to the synagogue building was taken out in his name. 

First Home at 18th near Market

The cornerstone of the congregation, laid May 20, 1917, was something of an anomaly.  It transliterated the name “Congregation Tifereth Israel,” mixing English and Hebrew words.  Interestingly, this form was repeated when the cornerstone of the second synagogue, at 30th and Howard, was laid, but was corrected to the all-Hebrew Kehillat Tifereth Israel when the third and present building at Cowles Mountain Boulevard and Tommy Drive was dedicated.

Opening in time for High Holiday services of 1917, the synagogue at 539 18th Street was a two-story rectangular frame structure made to look more imposing by a large semicircular extension above the second floor. The vertical center line of the building was quite busy. One ascended seven steps to the main doors.  Above the doors was a large rectangular window. Above that was a Magen David.  Above the Magen David was a stained glass window, sitting approximately in the middle of the semi-circle. On the top of the semi-circle, yet another Magen David was affixed.   Until Congregation Beth Israel built its second temple at the northwest corner of 3rd and Laurel, Tifereth Israel was the largest Jewish structure in town.
  

Beth Israel’s space was supplemented, however, by a decision in 1920 by the Jewish Welfare Board to move a recreational building from Camp Kearny to the lot adjacent to the Reform congregation.
 This became a social center for Reform and Orthodox youth alike. 

Inside Tifereth Israel Synagogue’s doors was an anteroom to the main sanctuary.  To the right was another room, where board meetings were held.  To the left was a stairway, with a men’s rest room under it.  Up the stairs, leading to the balcony level of the sanctuary, was the women’s rest room, as well as a kitchen and a large room for the cheder, or Torah school.
  Perhaps mindful of what happens when there is no room for separate minyans, Tifereth Israel created a small meeting space downstairs.

In sharp contrast to the sanctuary of Beth Israel, the sanctuary of Tifereth Israel was quite similar to Sephardic shuls of Portuguese or Spanish throughout the world.  Whether coincidentally, or by design, this was in keeping with an emphasis on Spanish colonial architecture that had been popularized in San Diego by the 1915 Panama-Pacific Exposition.  The Holy Ark was placed against the back, or eastern, wall of the congregation.  An open floor area separated it from the reader’s table located on a raised platform surrounded by a wooden banister.  The table was covered by a cloth bearing the Magen David.  When the Torah was removed from the Holy Ark, it was marched around the platform three times before being unrolled at the reader’s table. 

Viewed from the western end of the sanctuary, four Magen Davids described a rectangle.  The one on the reader’s table was the lowest; another descending from the ceiling to serve as a Ner Tamid was the highest.  Side panels on the north and south sides of the Aron Kodesh completed the rectangle of stars.  The Tablets of the Law were centered above the cabinet portion of the Holy Ark. Two menorahs, standing on the floor on either side of the sanctuary, added to the symmetry.  

Leaders and major contributors to the synagogue took prominent seats in the north and south facing rows.  The greatest part of the congregation sat facing east, viewing the Holy Ark beyond the reader’s table.
  For the most part, women sat in the balcony, although one or two defied this custom and sat on the main floor with the men.  Lewis Fischbein reported that chief among them was Lena Jacobson, at whose home the congregation had been founded.  “Lena sat downstairs,” hew recalled.  “She defied everything.  My mother (Rose) would never think of it to sit downstairs, but Lena sat down there with the men.” 
The three-sided women’s balcony also was used for simchas.

Here Rabbi Wrottenberg conducted services on Rosh Hashanah,
 with Rabbi Julius Halperin of Congregation Beth Israel delivering the guest sermon the second day.

As Reform Jews observe one day of Rosh Hashanah rather than two, Halperin had no duties at his own congregation precluding him from making this gesture of good will to his Orthodox brethren. 

World War I brought a naval training encampment to Balboa Park, an Army base in Kearny Mesa, and naval facilities at North Island and 32nd Street, among other installations.
 The synagogue promptly answered the call of World War I, hosting local military personnel at Shabbat and holiday services and for home hospitality.

The Between-Wars Period

In the years between the two world Wars, the congregation had a succession of rabbis, including Mordecai Shestack in 1919,
 Jacob Krull in 1920 
, Solomon. A. Wellington from 1921-1922 
, L. Lewis in 1923,
 C. Tick in 1924,
  M.A. Firestone in 1930,
  and Harry Marcus in 1934. 

The between-war years were also a time when numerous Jewish families moved to San Diego, including members of the Addleson and Siner clans who would provide leadership to the synagogue. Brothers Isaac and Louis Addleson fathered eight children each.  Two of Isaac’s children were elected and reelected many times to the same two offices.  Moss Addleson had a lock on the job as a secretary of the congregation’s Board of Trustees, but never ran for congregational president out of concern that his strong opinions might divide the congregation.
 Jennie (Addleson) Siner was a long-time president of the Daughters of Israel who frequently gave the speech praising the bar mitzvah boy, and who was almost always immersed in some project to raise funds for the congregation. One of Louis’ boys was Sam Addleson, who would become Tifereth Israel’s president in 1959. 

A local census indicated that 800 Jewish families resided in San Diego in 1920, 
 meaning there had been slow, but steady, growth in the seven decades since 1850 when Louis Rose, San Diego’s first Jewish settler, had arrived. 
 

Abraham Ratner, whose family followed his uncle Marco Zim out to San Diego, provided us with an insight into those times. Participating in an oral interview 
 in 1987, Ratner recalled that he had arrived in San Diego in 1921 at age 16, and immediately found work driving a wagon for Hubb Bakery, which later was renamed the Bohemian Bakery.

It was a case of getting up real early in the morning about five o’clock and walking down.  We lived at the time at Nineteenth and J Street {about tree blocks from the synagogue and 18th and Market}.  I walked and loaded the little Ford van and then went out to deliver the bread.  The first ones that early were the two hotels. These were the Grant Hotel and the old San Diego Hotel.  Then I went to the grocery stores and the markets all over town.  When I came back, if there was anything left, the owner of the bakery would tell me there were very few people in the area who would come to get the bread, go from house to house and try to sell it.  One of the people who had a dry cleaning place over on Sixteenth and J. Streets 
 was {Morris} Breitbard.
  Mrs. {Bessie} Breitbard used to get fifteen to twenty loaves of bread a day.  I couldn’t figure out how she could use so much bread, I couldn’t believe her family was that big.  I made some inquiries and found out that she would give the bread to some of the poor people who came in everyday to beg for money, or some food if they could get it.  That is Robert Breitbard’s
 mother.

Ratner did not have a bar mitzvah nor much formal Jewish schooling while he lived in New York, but after moving to San Diego he found that Tifereth founders Wolf and I.T. Davidson were excellent, if very informal, tutors.  He explained that in the synagogue “they used to sit right behind us, and I was always listening to what they had to say, the translating of what was going on was unbelievable, but I learned. During my years I was always asking questions. They were very courteous and very nice and always told me.” 

In 1922, thirty members of the Ladies Auxiliary decided to formalize the name of their organization as the Daughters of Israel.
  Among the leaders were Lena Jacobson, Rose Neumann, Mrs. Paul Nestor, 
 and Jennie Siner. 
 

Not all synagogue business was conducted at the synagogue.  Moss Addleson frequently hosted other Jewish businessmen at his downtown pawnshop.  “They would have a minyan and they would discuss the problems of the synagogue, or solve the problems, and that was more important to him than waiting on a customer,” his daughter-in-law, Ellen Adleson, recalled. 

Rosenblatt, Nasatir, Breitbard and Davidson

Oft-repeated congregational lore held that the famous cantor and vaudeville stage performer, Yossele Rosenblatt, officiated at High Holiday services at Tifereth Israel in 1927, helping the congregation to observe its 10th anniversary. 
 This is contradicted in the biography written by Rosenblatt’s son, Samuel, in which he reported that the cantor officiated at High Holiday services in Philadelphia that year.
   Newspaper records indicate that Rosenblatt performed at the Pantages Theatre in downtown San Diego Nov. 1-7, 1926, which would have meant he spent Shabbos in the city.
 As he was devoutly Orthodox, he perhaps davened with the congregation on that occasion.  Rosenblatt returned to Southern California in the summer of 1927 to record part of the sound track for the first “talkie” movie, The Jazz Singer, the Warner Brothers Studios blockbuster starring Al Jolson. Rosenblatt declined to sing Kol Nidre, arguing that it was too sacred for a motion picture, but did agree to record some secular Jewish music for the landmark film.
  It is possible that during the eight weeks he was in Southern California, Rosenblatt returned to San Diego to help celebrate Tifereth’s tenth anniversary on some occasion other than the High Holidays.

Of more lasting importance to the congregation and to San Diego, 1927 was the year that  Abraham Nasatir came to San Diego to become a professor of history at San Diego State College, which many years later would name a building in his honor. Nasatir would later recall San Diego in the years between the wars as a city that was small and tightly-knit.  “I knew nine out of 10 Jews in town, and the 10th one knew me,” he quipped.  From his home in Normal Heights, Nasatir used to walk to Tifereth Israel Synagogue at 18th and Market every Shabbos, an estimated 18-mile round trip.
  

Morris Breitbard, husband of the redoubtable Bessie, became the congregation’s president in the 1927-1928 term.  Isadore “Ike” Jacobson, son of Tifereth Israel founder Elias Jacobson, succeeded him, serving in the congregation’s top post from 1929 to 1932.  Clearly a leader of the synagogue, Ike Jacobson returned to the presidency for the 1942 term and again for the 1948-49 term.  Subsequently, the Breitbards would follow the Jacobsons in the father-son tradition when Edward Breitbard became the congregation’s president in 1954.    

I.T. Davidson, a Tifereth Israel founder, died of double pneumonia in 1930, prompting the San Diego Sun to report that he had come to San Diego as an immigrant boy, but, like the hero of the Horatio Alger stories, had become a success through hard work as a department store owner, hotelier, and master of San Diego Lodge 35, F. & A.M.  In his Masonic capacity, Davidson had awarded degrees to Maj. Gen. Sir Magnus O’Keefe of the British Army, and Sir Robert Bard, grand registrar of the grand lodge of Ireland and owner of the Belfast Telegraph.
 The San Diego Tribune added to the plaudits, reporting that although Davidson was a bachelor, he loved children.  “I don’t mind paying taxes…Half of every dollar I pay in taxes goes to educate children—and that makes me happy,” the newspaper quoted him as saying. 
 

Einstein in San Diego

December 31, 1930, was the date on which an estimated 30,000 San Diegans crowded near the Broadway Pier to greet the Belgenland, the first commercial ship ever to make San Diego a port of call on an around-the-world cruise.
  As interesting as the 27,132-ton ship of the Red Star Line was to the holiday crowd, even more attention focused on a world-famous passenger, Albert Einstein, whose theory of relativity already was considered as ranking with the great scientific discoveries of Copernicus, Galileo and Newton.
 Einstein held a news conference with reporters on the ship, heard a girls’ choir at the pier, went on a quick sightseeing tour of San Diego, getting out of his car to view the Sunset Cliffs, then went to the Organ Pavilion in Balboa Park, where another 8,000 people were waiting to greet him in a ceremony in which Tifereth Israel Synagogue played an important role.  Setting the scene in that morning’s edition, The San Diego Union reported:

At this affair Dr. Einstein will be presented a Mazuba {mezuzah} gold token of esteem from the congregation of Tifereth Israel. The presentation will be made by Rabbi Firestone, who will be assisted  by M. Goldgraber and M. Muscovitz. …(A)t this reception a representative of the Sabbath school of Temple Beth Israel will present Prof. Einstein with a notation of his visit to San Diego and a quotation from his own writings. 

The ceremony went off as expected, with Ruth Levi on behalf of Temple Beth Israel presenting Einstein with a commemorative plaque created by Baranov’s that pictured the Cabrillo Bridge and California Tower, and quoted Einstein as saying “Before God we are all relatively equally wise or equally foolish.”  Next, according to the newspaper, a representative of Tifereth Israel spoke:

The crowd of more than 8,000 was forgotten, for the moment, by the next speaker, who addressed his remarks directly to Professor and Mrs. Einstein, who perhaps were among the very few who understood the message.  The speaker was Rabbi M.A. Firestone. His address was given in Hebrew. 

After members of the local German societies addressed remarks to Einstein in German, the daughter of lay leader Max Moskowitz of Tifereth Israel stepped to the microphone on the organ pavilion stage. The San Diego Union reported:

Miss Ruth Moskowitz is but nine years old but nevertheless a mere crowd of 8000 persons and an internationally known professor evidently won’t faze her. It didn’t yesterday, at least, for she very calmly presented to Professor Einstein a mazuza (sic), a gift from Congregation Tifereth Israel. 

Following the ceremony, Einstein was driven to the U.S. Grant Hotel, where in a brief address to the Advertising Club that was carried via radio station KFSD over the NBC network, he extended New Year’s greetings to the nation and the world. 
 Another international celebrity whose greetings also were broadcast that day, from Rome, was Italian dictator Benito Mussolini. 
 From San Diego, CalTech President A.H. Fleming drove Einstein to the Pasadena institution, where he spent six weeks meeting with scientists. 

The Gathering Storm


The same year that the United Jewish Fund was formed in 1933, Tifereth Israel was celebrating a 28th anniversary dinner catered by Schaeffer’s Kosher Meats of San Diego.   The following year the congregation opened a formal Hebrew school under the tutelage of a Rabbi Marcus. 
  

On Shavuos of 1934, Rabbi Marcus took notice of the growing threat of Nazism in Germany.  According to an article in the Southwestern Jewish Review: 

The rabbi said that the first garment to cover the human figure was the forerunner of our present shirt, which was elaborated as civilization advanced.  However, he said that the current period of depression has caused mankind to revert to a life of savagery and that the present-day economic organizations are to be distinguished from each other by the color of their shirts.  So that judging by the Black Shirts, the Brown Shirts and the Silver Shirts, it seems evident that the human race is going back to a primitive form of existence.  

Rabbi Ephraim Siegel

During its 31st year in 1936, Tifereth Israel Synagogue hired Rabbi Ephraim Siegel initially to serve as a “Hebrew School teacher and to render services as necessary for the Congregation’s welfare.” 
  An Aug. 15 news story reported that Siegel had studied at three theological seminaries in England, had immigrated to the United States in 1922, and had received his rabbinical diploma from a Chicago Theological college, assumedly the forerunner of the Hebrew Theological Seminary, an Orthodox institution in Chicago.  Following ordination, he served as a pulpit rabbi at the Indiana Harbor P.C. Congregation, in nearby Indiana.
 

Among the first to join the congregation during Rabbi Siegel’s tenure were Dave and Rose Fischbein. He would become a president of the congregation, she would become a president of the Daughters of Israel.  Following in the footsteps of the Jacobsons and the Breitbards, one of the Fischbein sons, Lewis, would grow up to become a president and later an executive director of Tifereth Israel Synagogue. 


Lewis Fischbein vividly recalled Siegel during a 2005 interview:


He was Orthodox but beardless.  Beardless, red-headed, rabbi. He came from England, spoke perfect English, fluent Yiddish, quite a scholar he was.  He gave interesting sermons, sometimes in Yiddish.  He had three sons, and the rabbi and the three sons worked in the rudimentary Hebrew school, which the rabbi fashioned. Before that, whatever Hebrew teaching was done was so minimal that a lot of parents sent their kids to Beth Israel to the school there.  But after Rabbi Siegel came, it became more organized. The three boys—Norman, Bernard and Sidney—taught there and the rabbi taught there…. 

He would sit at the head of the room.  He had his sons at various desks with their students, teaching one-on-one style. There was no class.  People came, kids came, it was like an appointment, and they would be taken one at a time. I would sit with him, and he would help me—I was working on contemporary Hebrew at the time—I had a textbook, and he would teach. 

For a while, Rabbi Siegel also taught a Sunday school class for all the children, preceded by a “Tallit-Tefillin Club” to which 

we boys would come extra early and our reward was hot chocolate and doughnuts.  We would have a service and he would teach, and he only taught for the allotted time half the time, and then he would read us a novel in English the rest of the time.  And all the talk was in English. 

Ernie Addleson , who was a boy during Siegel’s rabbinate, remembered that “he would give a speech one day in English and one day in Yiddish.” 


Joe Winicki recalls that Siegel supplemented his income as a rabbi by operating a small Judaica business at his home, located a short walk from the shul.  Winicki recalled that the rabbi had a nice selection of tallisim and kippot to choose from. 
  

Historian Henry Schwartz once recalled that there was a man at the 18th and Market shul who unsuccessfully guarded “the big doors to the sanctuary, against all the going and coming, especially we noisy youngsters.”  Schwartz also recalled nostalgically:

The black prayer books and shawls in a back corner; racing up the wooden stairs to play on the second floor anteroom, until chased out; playing ball against the shul outside; Momma in the upstairs women’s gallery. 

Some Tifereth Family Traditions

Sharlene Berman recalled that Rabbi Siegel officiated at the wedding of her parents, Lillian Blanc, and Max Zemen.
  Both families were active in the congregation, with the father-of-the-bride, Sol Blanc, a former vaudevillian who worked as an auctioneer becoming president of the congregation in 1945, and the groom following in his footsteps to become president a decade later in 1955.

A similar family story was told by Seymour and Rose Okmin, who were persuaded to join Congregation Tifereth Israel by Ruth Douglas,
 daughter of Elias Jacobson and sister of Ike Jacobson.  Seymour Okmin, who would serve as the president of the congregation in 1973, later gave his daughter Judy in marriage to Jack Morgenstern, son of Gussie and Mike Zaks.  Mike would go on to serve as president of the congregation from 1989 to 1991.

Rabbi Siegel officiated in 1939 at the bar mitzvah of Sheldon “Don” Kader at the 18th and Market facility.  That started what became another interesting Tifereth family story.  Don’s brother, Errol “Bud” Kader, had his bar mitzvah in 1952 at Tifereth’s second home, at 30th and Howard.  And Bud’s son, Steven, became a bar mitzvah about 30 years later at the congregation’s third and current home at 6660 Cowles Mountain Blvd.

A group called the Junior Auxiliary of Tifereth Israel organized in 1939 to purchase a sefer Torah and make other improvements to the synagogue. Eventually, a Holy Scroll was purchased for $150 from Wolotzin Company in New York City, then “sold” at an auction to Jacob Sabel. The congregant donated it to the congregation during a siyum on June 16, 1940.
  In November of that year, Abe Pomeranz was honored by being named the gabai and shamus of the congregation he had helped to found 34 years previously.

The relatively care-free times in the months before U.S. entry into World War II was demonstrated by a mini-controversy that began on May 29, 1941, when Abe Jupiter persuaded the Board of Trustees to send a letter to the Daughters of Israel “to remind them that hereafter any affair that they have that the congregation be notified and that is shall be a joint affair.” 
 The Daughters of Israel responded—en masse—by showing up at the male-dominated Board of Trustees meeting of July 31, 1941.  According to the minutes of that meeting:

Ruth Douglas, president of the Daughters of Israel, explained the presence of her committee and said their purpose in being here was to get together with the congregation in all future activities, and that they wanted to know why they were not notified about the giving the rabbi a contract for 3 years.  Much discussion was held about this. It was decided to have a committee of Daughters of Israel present at the drawing up of the rabbi’s contract. 


World War II


Although the United States did not enter World War II until after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941, the effects of the war and the developing Holocaust were felt by Tifereth Israel Synagogue even earlier.  


A news clipping from 1939 in the Fischbein family scrapbook—now part of the archives of the Jewish Historical Society of San Diego—reported that a new activity was inaugurated Friday night, August 4, “when the Daughters of Israel had their first Friday evening supper for servicemen….The men who were present last Friday night at the synagogue described the supper and evening as being a real treat.”  The newspaper went on to report that the menu included “gefilte fish, horseradish, vegetables, wine, soda pop, homemade cake, fruit.” 

Lewis Fischbein, whose mother was president of the Daughters of Israel during World War II, recalled that following Friday night services she and other women in the group served dinners to service personnel in the balcony area of the congregation.  “A very exemplary thing,” he commented; “they put on kosher dinners on Friday night for servicemen, and seders, and they were commended by the Jewish Welfare Board and the Navy people.” 


The Junior Auxiliary of Tifereth Israel took note on Jan. 24, 1940, that “a rummage store had been instituted at 30th & Imperial Streets for the refugees to make them self-supporting.”  Members of the group were urged “to contribute their old clothing, etc.) to ease the lives of European Jews whose escape from Nazism led to temporary refuge in Mexico 

A congregational meeting was held Jan. 8, 1942—just a month and a day after Pearl Harbor. President Ike Jacobson 

opened discussion on the proposed matter of buying government bonds for $1,000 out of the account from the building fund.  Bro. (Paul) Nestor suggested that we buy $2,500 worth of bonds which is the full amount of above mentioned account providing that we can withdraw part or the full amount at any time in the future whenever the opportunity will present itself to buy a lot and start building a new center.  It was recommended that a complete study of the matter be gone through and a report to be made at the next meeting when a decision will be reached as to the proper amount to be invested in the gov. bonds.

It did not take long to resolve the matter.  Just two weeks later, at a special meeting of Tifereth’s board, Nestor—who at that time was the immediate past president of the congregation—reported that “the $2,500 building fund money was invested in defense bonds: $1,000 was bought from the Bank of America and $1,500 from the Security Bank.

The war years took their toll not only on those serving in the Armed Forces, but also on the generation that had helped to found the synagogue.  Board Minutes of Dec. 8, 1942, noted sadly:

Upon receipt of $25 from Mrs. Moorstein & communication stating that she wishes the money to be used to purchase siders (siddurs) & talisim for the shul as per the last request of her father, the late Mr. Wrotenberg, it was decided to instruct Rabbi Siegel to find out the cost of these items, also to send a letter of thanks to Mrs. Moorstein. 

Meat rationing during World War II made it impractical to employ a shochet full-time in San Diego, so Rabbi Siegel arranged for a functionary to come down from Los Angeles once a week until the rationing was lifted. 

Sometime after this a newspaper reported that a kosher Passover seder would be sponsored by the women’s auxiliary of Congregation Tifereth Israel at which Rabbi Siegel would officiate.  “All servicemen of Jewish faith are invited free.” 
  

On May 8, 1943, Board Minutes reported that Ike Jacobson has transferred five $500 war bonds to Tifereth Israel Synagogue’s building fund account. At a special congregational meeting three days later, David Fischbein reported that $300 interest was earned on the bonds, bringing the fund to $2,800.  At that point, the meeting was turned over to Rev. Lorenz, a minister with the Seventh Day Adventist Church, who described how various Christian congregations had raised the money to build churches.  He then urged members of Tifereth Israel to do likewise for their own synagogue.  Fischbein called for voluntary contributions and “all the members present responded in a most enthusiastic manner and the sum of $1862 was contributed.  Bro. Al Newman was a very excellent campaigner in raising additional money for the lot.”

The Passover seder for servicemen was quite a success.  Sixty-seven servicemen were among the 160 people who enjoyed the ceremonial meal in 1943.  The synagogue made $162.94 profit on the affair and also received a thank-you  letter from the U.S.O.
  In 1944, the U.S.O. urged Tifereth Israel to hold not one, but two, seders “due to the fact that some of the service personnel cannot get liberty the same night of the first seder.”  Fischbein, Jupiter, L.  Markowitz and A. Reisman were among the first men to volunteer to help out at the two seders. 


Seders were held each year throughout the war and early post-war period, with a photograph of one in 1946 a treasured keepsake of the Siegel family.  The rabbi, seated at the middle of the long table, has a Navy officer on his left hand side, and, at his right, an Army enlisted man—his own son, Sidney.
 

On April 17, 1944, the Board of Trustees voted to permit Navy Chaplain Lifshitz to keep a Torah loaned by Tifereth Israel “for as long as he wants and to ask Chaplain Lifshitz for an acknowledgment of receiving the Torah so that we may claim it back at the proper time.” 

At the same meeting, the Trustees voted not to quibble with the Jewish Welfare Board over the amount the synagogue was to be reimbursed for the seders. Although it had been understood the amount was to be $1.75.  Mr. Kaufman of the Welfare Board said he had meant to say $1.25.  Noting that approximately 200 service men and women were benefiting from the seders, the board’s secretary reported with a flourish that the board considered “the value of the spiritual success (to be of) much more importance than the financial returns.”  

Such virtue had its rewards.  At a regular meeting of the congregation on May 25, 1944, letters were read “from families of service people who attended the Passover services in which they expressed their sincere appreciation for the wonderful treatment accorded to their children and for giving them the opportunity to attend these services away from home.”  Congratulations also were extended by the U.S.O. 
 

On August 24, 1944, trustees decided to have a plaque name on which “the names of members or their kin who gave their lives for their country in this war should be inscribed.”  The resolution added sadly, “And may it solemnly remembered that Herman Addleson, the son of Louis Addleson, is the first of those members who gave his life on the battlefield in defense of his country.” 

Anticipating the Allied victory that would come within the next year, the trustees on September 28 began planning for “a special V Day celebration to be held in the cong. Plans for an elaborate affair and event to be arranged for the occasion.” 

Among those attracted to Tifereth Israel during World War II were a young Navy dentist, Dr. Seymour Okmin and his wife Rose. She became a member of the Daughters of Israel and a regular volunteer in the kitchen.
  Seymour went on to serve as the congregation’s president in the 1973-1974 term.

Rabbi Siegel’s sons were among those who served during World War II.  Sidney served as an artillery man in Europe and following the armistice spent four months with the occupation troops in Germany.  Isadore was assigned to Camp Beale in California. 
  Rabbi Siegel became a life member of Pos 185 of the Jewish War Veterans.

From Orthodoxy to Conservatism


After World War II, Tifereth Israel Synagogue retained Baruch Stern, a Holocaust survivor and former Jewish educator, to tutor boys studying for their bar mitzvahs.  He was recommended by a cousin, Leo Zweibald, who worked at Buddy’s Dixie Locker Club, which provided sailors a place to store their civilian clothing and change from Navy uniforms.  Joseph Kader named it “Buddy’s” after his son, Bud Kader.

Moss Addleson, the congregation’s longtime board secretary, introduced Stern to his brother, Rabbi Nathan Addleson of Los Angeles, who eventually would grant Stern his Orthodox smicha..

Siegel and Stern were aided in their religious duties by various lay members of the congregation, including Moe Pearl, who served as the gabai. Pearl’s daughter, Ruth, recalled:

My father seemed to have conducted most of the services, read from the Torah and all.  He was the Talmud Chochim.  They didn’t have a cantor, they didn’t have a Hebrew school teacher, and he took care of these things.  And he also went to the cemetery when they had memorial services and said the prayers for the people over the graves, and he helped with the building committee when they were soliciting for Howard Street .

Moss Addleson’s son, Ernie, remembered that “things were so safe then” that his parents thought nothing of having him leave his home in North Park to “take a street car through Balboa Park, transfer at the (Horton) Plaza and then take a bus down Market Street to 18th and Market, to get my education (with Rabbi Stern) and come back home.” 

In addition to bar mitzvah studies with Stern, Pearl, or other tutors, most Tifereth Israel youngsters attended Sunday school at Congregation Beth Israel, then located at Third and Laurel Streets 
 while Jewish teenagers tended to congregate at the house at 3206 Myrtle Street serving Beth Jacob Congregation. 

Beth Jacob had been founded in 1939 by North Park residents who felt it was too far ti walk to 18th and Market. Eventually Beth Jacob became a Conservative congregation. 
 No matter which denomination young Jews in San Diego belonged to, they were likely to know each other. Rabbi Moise Bergman of Congregation Beth Israel was well known to Tifereth Israel families, as was his successor, Rabbi Morton Cohn, who became the Reform congregation’s rabbi in 1946.  


Whereas early in Tifereth Israel’s history, there was a geographic division between where the “downtown” Orthodox lived and where the “uptown” Reform resided, the growing affluence of Tifereth Israel families and changing residential patterns meant Jewish families lived and thrived together in common neighborhoods.

Addleson remembered that when his parents moved from North Park to the Kensington area, there were numerous Jewish youngsters in the neighborhood but that he and his sister “were the only ones at Tifereth Israel” Among others, he recalled the Cantor and Beck families “who went to Beth Israel…. We would carpool to Sunday school at Beth Israel…”


Moe Pearl’s daughter, Ruth, met her future husband, Robert Zlotoff, at a dance at Beth Israel.  Zlotoff had been attracted to San Diego by such cousins as the Breitbard and Lipinsky families and had taken an engineering job with Consolidated Vultee, which later became known as Convair, one of San Diego’s major employers.

Concerned that their Orthodox congregation was not appealing to the youth, Tifereth Israel’s leadership began discussing changing the congregation’s form of worship.  The concern found expression in a September 13, 1945, article appearing in the Southwestern Jewish Press.


It is a fact that the younger generation is leaving the synagogue and we ask ourselves why.  The answer is comparatively simple—what have we offered the Jewish youth?  Have we tried to offer anything besides that perennial statement, I’m a Jew and I’m proud of it?  Do we offer anything constructive and inviting.  Look at the neighborhood in which the synagogue is situated…definitely out of place, an ancient structure…We must have…a  complete synagogue in a central location which would include facilities for teaching, meetings, gatherings and plays as well as religious services. 
 

The desire to keep up with the times led to the separation between Tifereth Israel Synagogue and Rabbi Siegel.  It was not only a matter of doctrinal differences, recalled Lewis Fischbein. “He didn’t drive, so in order for him to visit a bereaved family or someone who was ill, someone of the congregation had to drive him there. That was probably one of the reasons they wanted someone more up to date.” 

“I don’t know what the politics were but after a while they found that of their members—less and less of them knew kashrut, and it was time to go into Conservative,” Ernie Addleson recalled.  “My father (Moss) was on the search committee and he was the one who used to correspond with Rabbi (Monroe) Levens.  And one time, Rabbi Levens said he wanted more money, and my dad said we had no more money, but he said ‘we can’t pay you in money, but we can give you the climate—and the guy was freezing in Minneapolis.” 

The decision resulted in a realignment of San Diego’s Jewish community. In 1947, Beth Jacob Congregation retained Rabbi Baruch Stern, who led that congregation from Conservative Judaism into neo-Orthodoxy.  In essence Beth Jacob and Tifereth Israel switched affiliations. Some long-time Tifereth members who wanted to remain Orthodox switched to Beth Jacob, including Anna Shelley, who had been a president of the Daughters of Israel.  

For a brief period, some Orthodox residents in the 18th Street neighborhood continued to congregate at Rabbi Siegel’s home for services.  Eventually, however, Rabbi Siegel took another position in Los Angeles.

Transition to 30th and Howard

What was the impetus for moving from the 18th Street shul to the one at 30th and Howard?

The building on 18th Street was too small for the congregation, recalled Lewis Fischbein, whose parents David and Rose spearheaded the campaign to build a new synagogue.  “It was overloaded, pretty soon there was no room for the kids of the congregation to sit in there even. So they had to be outside, everybody was sitting out there on the steps, and it was getting to be ridiculous.”  Additionally, said Fischbein, “a lot of the Jews who came to San Diego …during the 1930s didn’t move down to the Market Street area,” settling instead along a line from South Park to North Park along Balboa Park’s eastern periphery.  

The congregation considered several locations for a new home, including a lot at 32nd and Lincoln, 
 and another at 30th and G Streets. 
 In February 1944, a permanent building committee included some of the best-known members of the congregation: Sol Blanc, Joe Fink, Dave Fischbein, Rose Fischbein, Ike Jacobson, Abe Jupiter, A.P. Nasatir, Rose Neumann,  Sid Newman, Frank Pomeranz, Abe Ratner, Mary Schwartz, and Isadore Teacher. 

A rivalry developed between David Fischbein and his successor as congregational president, Sol Blanc, over what location would be best for the new shul. According to Lewis Fischbein, Blanc favored a lot east of 30th Street and north of El Cajon Boulevard—possibly the one at 32nd and Lincoln—whereas his father wanted the one on 30th and Howard

because it was right on the street car line which… later became a bus line.  So I remember that Sol put a for-sale sign on that lot after the congregation had purchased it; so one night, my brother (Ira) and my father took that sign and they threw it in the canyon.  Anyway, they wound up at 30th and Howard. 


Attempting to settle the matter in October 1944, the trustees recommended to the full congregation:

That all funds derived through donations, contributions or (money) funds collected from whatever source for the building of a new synagogue and center in the near future be deposited in a separate fund and kept exclusively for that purpose.  That the site of the northwest corner of 30th and Howard streets purchased and owned in fee by the cong. Be solely used for the building of the synagogue and center and shall not be sold or used for any other purpose.  That after being voted upon and passed by the members at the regular meeting of the cong., the articles and substance incorporated in this resolution shall not be changed in the future except by three-fourths majority votes of the entire membership at a special meeting called for this purpose. 

Apparently, there were other battles in the “sign war.” Seymour Okmin recalled that some of the congregants were unhappy with the switch to the Conservative movement.  “They put up a sign at 30th and Howard, that this is the future home of Tifereth Israel, and the opposition kept taking the sign down and putting it away somewhere.” 

Another controversy was signaled by a young columnist for The Southwestern Jewish Press, Ben Siegel, who usually wrote about music, sports and other items of interest to teenagers: However, in his May 8, 1947, column, he opined:

Serenade from a Soapbox: One of the suggestions put forth by the committees planning a new Howard ST. Synagogue is the building of stores on one side of the lot….as a source of revenue.  This idea, if carried out, would be a sad mistake, in our humble opinion.  A synagogue is a place of worship primarily…and any commercial aspects must be of secondary importance. To the somewhat jaundiced eye of the Christian Community, it might appear that “the Jews are praying on one side of the building and trying to take in a little money on the other side.”  Expressing our view as one who was bar mitsvohed on the bimah of Congregation Tifereth Israel…we believe that the inclusion of stores on the new site would be in extremely poor taste. 

No stores were built.

During the years leading up to the move, fewer than 50 families were active members of the synagogue, but, judging by the closeness of elections, their interest was quite intense.   For example, in 1940, Burt Nestor was reelected as congregational president for the coming year by a vote of 23-17 over Ike Jacobson; 
 In 1941, Jacobson prevailed over David Fischbein 22-19. 
  Another indication of the congregation’s size came in 1945, when Isadore Frank reported that 22 children were attending the Hebrew school.
 

In anticipation of the move to 30th and Howard, Ann Ratner hosted a group of 23 women on Feb. 4, 1948, at her home to form the Tifereth Israel Sisterhood.  By March 19, the date of its installation tea at the San Diego Women’s Club House, the Sisterhood had grown to 105 members.  Betty Penter was elected as the first president: Bess Addleson, 1st vice president, and Ann  Ratner, 2nd vice president.  Thereafter, the Sisterhood hosted a theatre party at the Old Globe Theatre in Balboa Park, raising approximately $900.

In a booklet issued in 1998 for Sisterhood’s 50th anniversary, Ann Ratner wrote:

It seems like only yesterday that I phoned Bess Addleson and Betty Penter and asked them to meet with me to discuss forming a Sisterhood for Tifereth Israel Synagogue, since I felt that young women were needed to carry on the work of the ‘Daughters of Israel.’  Subsequently, we selected 23 women who met in my home to speak about Tifereth Israel’s needs, and the role that the women of the congregation could serve in fulfilling them. Who could have believed that at that small gathering 50 years ago, we planted the seeds that flourished and grew into our beloved Tifereth Israel Sisterhood of today….

Joe Winicki said his July 12, 1947, 
bar mitzvah was the last conducted at the 18th Street facility, and that his classmate, Ernie Addleson, was the first to become a bar mitzvah at 30th and Howard Streets.
  This was confirmed by Addleson, who said that his father, Moss, was so determined that Ernie be the “first” at 30th rather than the “last” at 18th, that he rented chairs to be placed in the still-empty sanctuary.  As Rabbi Monroe Levens had not yet relocated to his new assignment in San Diego, the service was officiated by Moss’s brother, Rabbi Nathan Addleson of Los Angeles.

Lewis and Margaret Fischbein also rented chairs in the 30th and Howard sanctuary for their wedding officiated by Rabbi Siegel.  Another couple, Ruth Pearl and Robert Zlotoff, did likewise.

� San Diego County, Heritage Park website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.co.san-diego.ca.us/parks/heritage_park.html" ��http://www.co.san-diego.ca.us/parks/heritage_park.html�, accessed  May 6, 2005.
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� The San Diego Sun reported Wednesday, Sept. 25, 1889: “The temple is a neat redwood structure 56 x 30 feet high with a five foot wing for anterooms on each side of the entrance, which is a square front with the tablets of the law rising from the gable peak above. The temple is a light brown with chocolate trimmings.  Six ground glass windows stained yellow, blue, and rose light it, and four rose windows cut the upper front to light the gallery. The upper half of the entrance doors is of ground glass. The interior woodwork is oiled redwood, comprising a wainscoting an four arches trusses supporting a gabled ceiling painted sky-blue. The walls are French gray. The front of the gallery is arched, and it has a seating capacity of forty or fifty.  The pulpit is carpeted with body Brussels.  In the wall at the rear, the doors of the Ark of the Covenant stand out in fine relief. The carved out work is of sugar pine and the panels of redwood. The aisles are, for the present, carpeted with striped cocoa matting , and plain matting covers the entrance hall and antre-rooms. The audience hall is seated with 250 chairs which are numbered, and a handsome chandelier depends from the center.  Three-fourths of the seats are already rented.  By the January 1, 1906 edition of the San Diego Union (Section 3, Page 20, Column 6, “Handsome New Churches Are Being Built,” subhead “Congregation Beth Israel”) some changes were evident.  The newspaper reported:    “Hebrew Congregation Beth Israel was organized in Old Town in 1869 with ten members and services were held that year in the residence of the late Marcus Schiller. Subsequently, the organization established itself in New Town and held services during the seventies in Horton Hall, and in the early eighties , the services were held in the Unitarian Church, corner of Tenth and F Streets, until 1889, when the synagogue was built at the corner of Second and Beech Streets, with a capacity of 210 seats. The lot, 100 by 100 feet, with the building, cost $8,500.  At present, the congregation numbers about 23 members.  It is one of the very advanced liberal congregations.”  As of Sunday, May 8, 2005, with pews rather than small chairs in use, the sanctuary and balcony were rated for combined seating of 150, according to Patricia Cates, county park ranger.





�  Wolf was elected the first president of Tifereth Israel Synagogue.  He was the half-brother of  fellow Tifereth Israel founders Isaac Tobias Davidson and Moses L. Davidson.   A life-long bachelor, he resided in 1905 at 2894  H Street (later renamed Market Street); in 1906 at 634 13th Street, but by 1907 had moved in with the Davidsons at 1653 10th Street, the family’s longtime residence.  Wolf would serve again as president during the 1916-1917 term>





�  Hyman S. Wolf,  “Reminiscences of San Diego Jewry,” San Diego Union, Sept. 27, 1935;  reprinted in Tifereth Israel Synagogue’s Diamond Jubilee Booklet, 1980.





� Golden Jubilee: Tifereth Israel Synagogue and center, May 25-27, 1956, p 6 





�  Tifereth Israel Synagogue Dedication Book, 1979-5739, page 3.  This account is similar to one found in Ronald D. Gerson, “Jewish Religious Life in San Diego, Calif., 1851-1918,” master’s thesis, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, 1974, p.104.  This manuscript is on file in the archives of the San Diego Historical Society, Casa de Balboa, Balboa Park, San Diego.





� The 1905-1906 San Diego City directories indicate that Elias Jacobson not only lived at this address but also operated a carpet business on the premises.  His brother Henry, while living there, was employed in clerical positions  in 1905 by Simon Levi and in 1906 by the Postal Tel-Cable Co.  By 1907, Henry no longer was living in San Diego, while Elias was listed as a peddler, his carpet business apparently having failed.  Elias Jacobson served as Tifereth Israel’s president  1908-1909


 


� Frank, second president of the congregation,  was listed in the 1905 and 1906 city directories as a dealer in junk and second hand goods, whose store and home were co-located at  425 5th Street.  





� When Wolf wrote the ‘reminiscences,’ the archives of the San Diego Historical Society were kept at the Junipero Serra Museum in Presidio Park.  They since have been moved to the Casa de Balboa in Balboa Park.





� The 1905 city directory lists William Plame as having a home and junk business at 432 5th





� Israel Tobias Davidson is listed in the 1905 directory as a co-proprietor of the firm of Meyer & Davidson, with his home at 2894 F.   The 1906 directory shows his residence as 1053 10th.  





� H” Meyer—Herman Meyer—was listed as living in 1905 at 2894 F Street, the same home as Davidson, his cousin.  He was described in the directory as the cashier for Meyer & Davidson.  The 1906 directory gave his first name as Hyman.





� W. Katz is not listed in any of the 1905-1907 city directories, but a peddler named Pincus Katz , residing at 539 9th Street, is listed in the 1906 directory.





� Moses L. Davidson, who was partners with his half-brother Hyman Wolf in the firm of Wolf & Davidson, resided at 634 13th St in 1905, and moved to 1053 10th St in 1906.�


� Usually translated as “Glory of Israel.”





� Quoted on page 3 in the booklet issued by the congregation in 1979 marking the dedication of Tifereth Israel’s third home at 6660 Cowles Mountain Blvd.


�  The American Jewish Yearbook for 1908 reports that Rabbi Isadore Meyers became in October 1906  the spiritual leader of Temple Sinai of Los Angeles, which initially met at the B’nai B’rith Hall at 521 W. Pico Blvd.   He resided nearby at 242 S. Flower Street, Los Angeles.  � HYPERLINK "http://home.earthlink.net/~nholdeneditor/jewish_institutions-in-los_angel.htm" ��http://home.earthlink.net/~nholdeneditor/jewish_institutions-in-los_angel.htm�; accessed May 6, 2005





� Although not listed in the city’s directory for 1906, Abraham Pomeranz was listed in 1907 as a junk dealer residing at 2325 L St.�


�  Frank Pomeranz served as president of Tifereth Israel for the 1960-61 term.








� Golden Jubilee: Tifereth Israel Synagogue and Center, commemorative booklet issued by the congregation for May 25-27 celebration, p. 7.





� Charles Rubin was listed in the 1906 city directory as a laborer residing at 736 7th St, and the following year as a driver for the electric laundry, residing at 1714 B. Street.





� No listing appears for Abrams in the 1905-1907 city directories.





� Louis Schlesinger is listed in the 1905-1907 directories as the proprietor of the New York Dye Works, offering services in cleaning, dyeing and repairing at 844 5th St.  His residence was at 1116 F. Street. 





�  The 1906 city directory listed a Tobias Zimmel as a junk dealer residing with his brother Jacob at 1241 India St.     





� There are no listings in the 1905-1907 city directories for L. Tryberg.





� There are no listings in the 1905-1907 city directories for H. Solomon.





� The 1905 city directory listed  B. Mendelson as having a residence and second hand goods store at 459 5th.





� The 1906 city directory listed Abram Rosenblum as having a second hand goods store and residence at 544 5th. 





� The 1906 city directory lists S.A. Benjamin’s residence as 1044 7th St.





� Adolph Blumberg was listed in the 1906 city directory  as the proprietor of the Grand Leader Dept Store, and a resident at 1324 Brooks Ave.  In 1907, he  resided at 1654 7th.   





� There are no listings in the 1905-1907 directories for L. Freiberg.  It is possible L. Freiberg and L. Tryberg, also unlisted in the directory, are the same person.





� David Gruenberg was listed in the 1905 city directory as a partner in the Gruenberg & Longley confectionary at 641 5th St. and a resident at 1253 Union St.  The following year’s directory listed him as a grocer at 1438 H (Market) Street and residing at 1208 H. Street.  The listing was identical in 1907. 


 


� There is no listing in the 1905-1907 city directories for L. Hornstein.





� The 1906 city directory lists Nathan Hertzberg (sic) as a clerk at the Grand Leader Department Store owned by fellow Tifereth Israel Synagogue congregant A. Blumberg. He resided at 1808 C. St.  The 1907 directory corrects the spelling of his name from “Hertzberg” to “Herzberg” and gives his address as 943 10th St.





� Louis Dubensky, a dealer in second-hand goods, was listed in the 1905 and 1906 city directories as residing at 460 5th St. The 1907 directory listed him as a partner in Dubres, a clothing store operated by the partnership of Dubensky & Bannett, at 708 2nd St.





� The 1905 city directory listed  Jacob Kozack, a dealer in second-hand goods, as residing with his wife Anna at 429 6th St.  Anna was listed as a clerk in the business.





� Louis Kirschbaum, a tailor, resided at 2 Grant Building, 1036 5th St.,  according to the 1906 city directory.  The following year’s directory listed him not only as a tailor but also as a merchant and importer.





� The 1906 city directory listed Ovadia E. Haim as a salesman residing at 1630 E. St.





� Salvator M. Strugo of 1248 5th St. was listed in the 1906 city directory as a partner in Strugo & Cicourel, proprietors of the Oriental Palace at 923 5th St.   His residence was listed the following year at 1123 9th St.





� There are no listings in the 1905-1907 city directories for M. Silverman or Silberman.





� Philip Stein, a Coronado resident, was listed in the 1906 directory as treasurer of the American Televue Co.





� There are no listings in the 1905-1907 city directories for a W. Sofferstein or any variant.





� Abraham Weingard is listed in the 1905 and 1906 city directories as a dealer in second-hand goods residing at 539 5th St.. In 1907, his occupation was given as a shoemaker.





� Jacob Zimmel is listed in the 1906 city directory as an apprentice for the sign painter H. B. McAuliff.  He resided with his brother Tobias at 1241 India St.  The 1907 directory indicated that McAuliff had promoted Zimmel from apprentice to a full painter.





� “San Diego Jewry Seventy-Two Years Ago,” Western States Jewish Historical Quarterly, January 1978, pages 168-169.





� The writer’s initials were given as A.H.K. by the B’nai B’rith Messenger, but no further identification was provided.  The article was reprinted in the April 1975 edition of  Western States Jewish Historical Quarterly, pages 218-219.





� When he opened his store in 1906, Blumberg put on a week-long sale during which he cautioned that customers should come back every day because new goods would be introduced each day of the sale.  Prices viewed a century later are nearly unbelievable.  For example, he advertised a “beautiful gown made of fine muslin laces and embroideries…” for 49 cents.  “Children’s Drawers—All Ages two to twelve years, made of good heavy muslin and cambric at 5 cents, 10 cents and 15 cents.”  





� “Temple Founder Hyman Wolf Dies: Builder of Hotel St. James Succumbs to Heart Ailment,” Evening Tribune, Feb. 9, 1940 reported that Wolf was instrumental in changing the name  of H. Street to Market Street. “Since the name of D Street had been changed to Broadway, after the famous New York thoroughfare, Mr. Wolf thought it would be fitting to name H. Street after the greatest street in the west, Market Street in San Francisco.”  Jerry MacMullen, “Why Streets Have Two Names,” San Diego Union, August 4, 1957. MacMullen, then director of the Serra Museum, reported in a “Southwest Corner” column for the San Diego Union that the idea of changing H Street’s name to Market originated in 1890 but was  actuated until 1913.  Part of the problem was changing the name of a roadway that was already called “Market Street.”  Today that same roadway is called Pennsylvania Avenue.





� Henry Schwartz, “Our San Diego History: Hyman S. Wolf,” Israel Today, Nov. 3, 1983. {“Jews,” San Diego Historical Society, vertical files





� San Diego Union,  Sept. 30, 1949, page 26, col. 2





� San Diego Union, April 20, 1930, page 4, col. 2 In Meyer’s obituary appearing Sept. 30, 1949,  the San Diego Union (page 26, col. 2) reported that Meyer had opened a mercantile at Fifth and Market (H) in 1900, and later became a partner in the Meyer & Davidson department store. Whichever version is correct, Meyer & Davidson had been established before Tifereth Israel’s founding in 1905.





�  San Diego Union, Sept. 8, 1951, page 7, col. 1;  Feb. 10, 1960, page 15, col. 7�


� 195 and 1906 San Diego City Directories





� J.A.P. Vauelain to I.T. Davidson, bill of sale,  San Diego Historical Society, Davidson biographical file.





� Neil Galloway, Echoes of the Past: The Old Timer, Alpine Historical Society, 2004, p. 25�


� Magner White, “Random Notes,” Tribune, Oct. 2, 1929.





� Magner White, column, San Diego Tribune, May 27, 1930.





� 1905 and 1906 San Diego City Directories.  San Diego Union, June 16, 1952, page 12, col.3. 





� Wolf, “Reminiscences of San Diego Jewry,” op. cit.





�  Henry Schwartz, “San Diego’s Jewish Community: Six Sketches,” San Diego Magazine, circa 1952. Schwartz was the nephew of Kirshbaum’s wife, according to the latter’s granddaughter, Leslie Shire of Kingston, Penn..  (Leslie Shire to Donald H. Harrison, e-mail, May 16, 2005.) 





� 90th Anniversary booklet, Tifereth Israel Synagogue, December 1995, p. 3





� Gerson, page 105 , citing the B’nai B’rith Messenger, Nov. 15, 1912.





� 1979 Tifereth Israel Dedication Booklet for new synagogue at 6660 Cowles Mountain Blvd.





� Gerson, page 104.�


� Lewis Fischbein to Donald H. Harrison, interview, April 26, 2005, at his home in Rancho San Diego section of El Cajon.  Fischbein’s father, David, served as a president of the congregation during the 1943-44 term, when Lewis was a cheder student of Rabbi Ephraim Siegel’s.  Lewis Fischbein became president of the congregation in 1968, while it was located at its second home at 30th and Howard.








� Gerson, page 109, citing Congregation Beth Israel Minutes, Sept. 10, 1914, including excerpts from the minutes of an August 25,1 914 special meeting of Tifereth Israel.





�  Images of America: San Diego’s Gaslamp Quarter, joint project of the Gaslamp Quarter Association, Gaslamp Quarter Historical Foundation, and the San Diego Historical Society,  Arcadia Publishing, Charleston, S.C.: 2003, page 118.





� Ibid.





� Tifereth Israel Synagogue plaque listing  presidents and their years of service. 





� Wolf, op. cit.





� “The Sculptors,” Journal of San Diego History, Fall 1989, Vol. 35, No. 4, accessed on line May 15, 2005,  at � HYPERLINK "http://sandiegohistory.org/journal/89summer/sculptors.htm" ��http://sandiegohistory.org/journal/89summer/sculptors.htm�





�  Ibid�


� Mary Fadem, “Interview with Abraham Ratner, March 3, 1987,” oral histories, San Diego Historical Society.  Ratner was born in 1905 and died in 1992.





� Different accounts of this have been handed down in congregational lore.  A booklet issued by Tifereth Israel in 1979 to mark the dedication of its third home at 6660 Cowles Mountain Blvd., reported (on page 4) that “in October 1914, a dedicated group of 16 members pledged a total of $169.00 and property was acquired at 18th and Market Streets.” .However, a tribute booklet issued upon the retirement of Rabbi Aaron Gold on June 14, 1992, in its history section, stated that “a dedicated group of 167 members pledged a total of $169,000…”  “Sixteen members” seems more reasonable than 167 given the fact that in its January 1, 1906 issue, the San Diego Union reported that Congregation Beth Israel (which was always the larger of the two congregations) had at that time 23 members. (San Diego Union, Section 3, Page 20, Column 6).  Antedating the accounts in both Tifereth Israel booklets was Gerson’s quoting the B’nai B’rith Messenger as saying it was 16 people pledging $169. That sounds like very little today; but it was a considerable sum in 1914 when the average annual salary for all industries in the U.S. was $682 � HYPERLINK "http://bryant2.bryant.edu/~ehu/h364proj/sprg_97/hurley/salary.html" ��http://bryant2.bryant.edu/~ehu/h364proj/sprg_97/hurley/salary.html�, accessed May 21, 2005. 





� “Jews,” vertical file, San Diego Historical Society archives.





� Golden Jubilee: Tifereth Israel Synagogue and Center, pages 7-9.





� Golden Jubilee: Tifereth Israel Synagogue and Center provides photographs on page 7 of the interior and the exterior of the 18th street shul.





� Henry Schwartz, “Temple Beth Israel,” Journal of San Diego History, Vol. 27 (Fall 1981), p. 230.





�  Lewis Fischbein  interview with Donald H. Harrison, interview, April 26, 2005.





� 90th Anniversary booklet, Tifereth Israel Synagogue, December 1995, page. 3.





�  Fischbein interview with Harrison, April 26, 2005.





� Golden Jubilee: Tifereth Israel Synagogue and Center, page. 7.





� Fischbein interview with Harrison, April 26, 2005.





� 90th Anniversary booklet,  page 3�


�  Gerson, page 104





�  Gerson, page 109, citing the San Diego Union of Sept. 16, 1917.





�  Richard Pourade, Gold in the Sun, San Diego History online at  � HYPERLINK "http://sandiegohistory.org/books/pourade/gold/goldchapter12.htm" ��http://sandiegohistory.org/books/pourade/gold/goldchapter12.htm�





� Gerson, page 106. Also, Tifreth Israel 90th Anniversary booklet, page 3.





�  San Diego City Directory, 1919 edition.  Shestack resided at 1820 I. Street.





� San Diego City Directory, 1920 edition.





� San Diego City Directories, 1921 and 1922 editions. Golden Jubilee booklet published for the May 25-27 ceremonies also dedicating Tifereth Israel Synagogue and Center, page 43.





�  San Diego City Directory, 1923 edition





� San Diego City Directory, 1924 edition.





� Obituary Notice, I.T. Davidson, San Diego Sun, May 27, 1930, mentioning that Rabbi Firestone officiated at the funeral service.





� Rita Katz, “The San Diego Jewish Community, The First 125 Years,” unpublished manuscript, “Jews” vertical file, San Diego Historical Society.





�  Ernest and Ellen Addleson,  interview with Donald H. Harrison, June 13, 2005.�


� Ibid





� Katz, “The San Diego Jewish Community, The First 125 Years.”





� Donald H. Harrison, Louis Rose: San Diego’s First Jewish Settler and Entrepreneur, Sunbelt Publications, El Cajon: 2005, p. 39.





�  Mary Fadem, “Interview with Abraham Ratner,” March 3, 1987, oral history archives  page 11, , San Diego Historical Society.





� Morris and Bessie Breitbard actually had their dry cleaning store at 16th and Imperial, according to their son Robert Breitbard in an interview with Donald H. Harrison on May 22, 2005.  It was called Balloon Dye Works and later became the California Laudry and Dry Cleaners. 





�  Morris Breitbard served as the congregation’s president for the 1925-1926 term.  His son, Edward, the brother of Robert, served as president in 1954.�


�  Robert Breitbard is the founder of the Breitbard Hall of Fame located at the San Diego Hall of Champions in Balboa Park.  Born in 1919, he was at the time the story took place, just two years old.





� Fadem’s interview of Abraham Ratner�


� Tifereth Israel Synagogue, booklet issued on the occasion of the congregation’s 90th anniversary in 1995.





� Tifereth Israel Synagogue, booklet issued on the occasion of the Sept. 19, 1948, dedication of the second synagogue, located at 30th and Howard Streets.





� Addlesons to Harrison, June 13, 2005.





�   Ibid





� Golden Jubilee booklet , pages 43,47.





� Samuel Rosenblatt, “Yossele Rosenblatt: The story of his life as told by his son,” Farar, Straus and Young, New York: 1954, page 292.





� San Diego Union, November 1, 1926, page 2.  The advertisement repeated throughout the week with slight variations in the copy. The first advertisement read:  “Pantages * Pictures and Vaudeville/ Now Cantor Josef Rosenblatt, Victor Record Artist/ On the screen: William Fox presents The Lily with Belle Bennett/ Noon prices 12 to 1 – 25 cents, except Sat. Sun. Mon/ Always Nine Features/ Next Week: The Temptress


 


� Rosenblatt, pages 290-292. 





� Daniel M. Weintraub, “1st Jews Settled Here in 1850’s: Steady Growth but Low Profile,” Los Angeles Times, San Diego County Edition, Sec. II, p. 1, April 15, 1984.





� “I.T. Davidson Dies of Double Pneumonia: Department Store Owner’s Life Read Like Fiction of Horatio Alger; Was Immigrant Boy,” San Diego Sun, May 27, 1930.





� Magner White, column, San Diego Tribune, May 27, 1930.





� Gerald F. MacMullen, “Belgenland Biggest Merchant Ship Ever To Enter San Diego’s Harbor: Reception is Colorful for First Globe-Circling Vessel to Make City Port of Call; Unusual Spectacle Greets Passengers,” San Diego Union, January 1, 1931, page 11.





� “An Incredible Guest,” San Diego Union editorial, Dec. 31, 1930, page 4





� “Enthusiastic Welcome Awaits Dr. Einstein Here Today: Belgenland Will Arrive at 8 A.m.; Elaborate Reception, Program Planned; Civic Bodies, Schools To Take Part; Many Outside Visitors” San Diego Union, Dec. 31, 1930, page 1.  





� Thornton Boulter, “8000 Greet Professor at Reception in Park: English, German and Hebrew Spoken at Official Ceremonies Climaxing Automobile Ride Through City; Jewish Community Presents Savant With Silver Plaque,” San Diego Union, Jan. 1, 1931, pages 10-11.





� Ibid





� Forrest Warren, “Joy of Life Seen Here by Einstein: Voices New Year Greeting to America is Broadcast at Ad Club Meeting,” San Diego Union, Jan. 1, 1931, page 1.





� “World Notables to Feature Big Broadcast Today: Einstein Goes On Chain From Here; Europe, Canada and U.S. on New Year’s Bill,” San Diego Union, Dec. 31, 1930, page 6.





� In Tifereth Israel’s Golden Jubilee booklet, issued in 1955, it was incorrectly reported on page 47 that Einstein had addressed the congregation in 1935 and  was presented the mezuzah  by Isadore Jacobson.





� Katz, “The San Diego Jewish Community”





�  “Shabuoth Services at Tifereth Israel,” Southwestern Jewish Review, May 24, 1934, Page 2.





� I. Jacobson and A. Risman to Rabbi Ephraim Siegel, July 31, 1936. 





� “Rabbi Siegel is Transferred; Here 11 Years;” News clipping hand dated Aug. 15, 1936, from unidentified newspaper from Greater Chicago area.





� Fischbein to Donald H. Harrison





� Ibid





� Ibid





� Ernie Addleson, interview with Donald H. Harrison, June 13, 2005





� Joe Winicki, interview with Donald H. Harrison, April 4, 2005.





�  Henry Schwartz to Lewis Fischbein, Jan. 15, 1979.





� Sharlene Berman, telephone interview with Donald H. Harrison, March 22, 2005





� Seymour Okmin, interview with Donald H. Harrison, March 24, 2005. Okmin also recalled that on one occasion, “Ruth Douglas was swimming in San Diuego Bay and was hit by a motor boat and lost her leg, so when I met her she had an artificial limb.  A wonderful gal”





� Ibid





�  Minutes, Board Meeting, Tifereth Israel Synagogue, June 5, 1940. . {Archives, Jewish Historical Society of San Diego, Lewis Fischbein collection}





� Minutes, Congregational Meeting of Tifereth Israel, Nov. 27, 1940





� Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Trustees, May 29, 1941�


�  Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Trustees, July 31, 1941.





�  Unidentified News Clipping, Fischbein family scrapbook, Jewish Historical Society of San Diego Archives.  The year 1939 was deduced utilizing the 100-year perpetual calendar on the web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.calendarhome.com/cal100/" ��http://www.calendarhome.com/cal100/� accessed June 27 2005.





� Fischbein interview with Harrison, April 26, 2005.





�  Minutes, Junior Auxiliary of Tifereth Israel, Jan. 24, 1940 





� Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Trustees, Jan. 22, 1942.





�  Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Trustees, Dec. 8, 1942.�


� Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Trustees, Jan. 20, 1943.





�  Undated and unidentified news clipping, Fischbein family scrapbook in archives of Jewish Historical Society of San Diego. 





�  Minutes, Congregational Meeting, May 27, 1943.





�  Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Trustees, March 30, 1944.





� Mildred Siegel, daughter-in-law of Rabbi Ephraim Siegel and widow of Sidney Siegel, to Donald H. Harrison, July 27, 2005, with copy of photograph from April 18, 1946, edition of the Southwestern Jewish Press.





� Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Trustees, April 17, 1944�


� Ibid





�  Minutes, Congregational Meeting of Tifreth Israel Synagogue, May 25, 1944.





� Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Trustees, Aug. 24, 1944





� Ibid, Sept. 28, 1944





�  Okmin interview with Harrison, March 24, 2005.





�  “Welcome Home,” Southwestern Jewish Press, April 18, 1946 (Passover edition), page 10.





� Photocopy of membership card, included in letter to Donald H. Harrison on July 27, 2005 from Rabbi Siegel’s daughter-in-law, Mildred, widow of Sidney Siegel.





� Errol “Bud” Kader, interview with Donald H. Harrison, June 23, 2005





� Ruth (Pearl) Zlotoff, interview with Donald H. Harrison, April 20, 2005, at her home at 5983 Del Cerro Blvd., San Diego.  She was joined by her brother Nisim and his wife; and her husband, Robert Zlotoff





� Addleson interview with Harrison, June 13, 2005





� Congregation Beth Israel history, online, http://www.cbisd.org/aboutus/history.shtml





� Fischbein interview with Harrison, April 26, 2005.





� Southwestern Jewish Press, Sept. 13, 1945, included in scrapbook collection donated by Lewis Fischbein to the archives of the Jewish Historical Society of San Diego.





�  Fischbein interview with Harrison, April 26, 2005.





� Addlesons interview with Harrison, June 13, 2005.





� Fischbein interview with Harrison, April 26, 2005.





� Ibid





� Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Trustees, March 27, 1941.





� Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Directors, May 29, 1941.





� Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board Meeting, Feb. 23, 1944.





� Fischbein interview with Harrison, April 26, 2005.





�  Minutes, Tifereth Israel Board of Trustees, Oct. 5, 1944.





� Harrison interview with Okmin, March 24, 2005.





� Ben Siegel, “The Grapevine,” Southwestern Jewish Press, May 8, 1947, page 7.





�  Minutes, special congregational meeting of Tifereth Israel, Oct. 31, 1940.





� Minutes, congregational meeting of Tifereth Israel Synagogue, Nov. 27, 1941.





� Minutes, Congregational Meting of Tifereth Israel Synagogue, Feb. 1, 1945.





� Tifereth Israel Synagogue, 1948 brochure for dedication of 30th and Howard synagogue.





�  Tifereth Israel Synagogue, Booklet issued for Sisterhood’s Golden Jubilee and Installation, 1998.





� “Announce Son’s Bar Mitzvah,” Southwestern Jewish Press, July 10, 1947, page 4.





�  Winicki interview with Harrison, April 4, 2005.





�  Addleson interview with Harrison, June 13, 2005.





� Ruth (Pearl) Zlotoff interview with Donald H. Harrison, April 20, 2005.





PAGE  
21

